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TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, ES 
SUBJECT: SOL MEZA RELEASED BY FPL 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 3172 

1 . ERNESTO SOL MEZA, KIDNAPPED ALONG WITH LUVI MENDOZA R 
NO VO A ON MAY 

14 (SAN SALVADOR 2981), WAS RELEASED BY 

HIS CAPTORS, THE POPULAR FORCES OF LIBERATION (FPL), 

DURING THE NIGHT OF JUNE 21-22. IN A COMMUNIQUE 
SENT TO VARIOUS SALVADORAN NEWSPAPERS, THE FPL 
CLAIMED CREDIT FOR THE KIDNAPPING OF SOL MEZA AND 
MENDEZ NOVOA, CODE-NAMING THE ACTION "OPERATION 
O JUSTO MEJIA AND THE POPULAR HEROES OF SAN PEDRO 
PERULAPAN." THE COMMUNIQUE STATED THAT BOTH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SOL MEZA AND MENDEZ NOVOA HAD BEEN HELD IN A 
"REVOLUTIONARY JAIL" UNTIL THEIR FAMILIES PAID 
A CERTAIN AMOUNT (QUANTITY NOT MENTIONED) OF 
MONEY "THAT WILL SERVE THE CAUSE OF POPULAR 
LIBERATION AND OF SOCIALISM." 

2. ALTHOUGH THE COMMUNIQUE DID NOT MENTION THE 
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RANSOM AMOUNTS, JUNE 22 EDITION OF LA PRENSA 
GRAFICA CLAIMED THAT THE KIDNAPPERS OF SOL MEZA 
HAD ASKED FOR TWELVE MILLION COLONES (OR 
US $4,800,000) FOR HIS RELEASE. A PICTURE OF 
SOL MEZA TAKEN BY HIS CAPTORS WITH AN FPL FLAG 
IN THE BACKGROUND APPEARED IN THE JUNE "5 EDITION 
OF EL DIARIO DE HOY. 

3. THE DETAILS CONCERNING SOL MEZA'S RELEASE 
HAVE THUS FAR BEEN SKIMPY. SOL MEZA WILL IN ALL 
PROBABILITY BE 

LEAVING FOR THE UNITED STATES SOON, 

IF INDEED HE HAS NOT ALREADY DONE SO. 

DEVINE 
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